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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in responses to Amendment A filed 06/08/2004. Applicant's 
arguments, see pages 9-1 1 , with respect to the rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-24, have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made. 

2. Claims 1-24 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1 , 9, and 17 are 
independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



4. Claims 1-24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Agatone et al. US Patent No. 5,852,744 issued 12/22/1998 filed 06/18/1996 
(hereinafter 744), in view of Guck US Patent No. 5,911,776 issued 06/15/1999 
filed 12/18/1996 (hereinafter *776). 

Claim 1 is representing of claims 2-8; 
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In regard to independent claim 1 , 11 receiving from a first one of the plurality of 
target applications through an interface, by a monitoring device in the application unit, 
a request to send first information regarding monitored usage of the first one of the 
plurality of target applications to a first predetermined destination", as taught by 744 
at col. 1, lines 10-60 (i.e. printer management configuration and control in a computer 
network environment. More particularly, the present invention relates to locating or 
"discovering" a printer device on a network, determining and tracking the (status of 
the discovered printer device, and deciding when the discovered printer device 
terminates or no longer provides services on the network... right destination... object- 
oriented analysis and design (OOA&D)...); 

'744 does not explicitly teach, "through a first communication protocol using a 
first data format, and receiving from a second one of the plurality of target 
applications through the interface, by the monitoring device, a request to send second 
information regarding monitored usage of the second one of the plurality of target 
applications to a second predetermined destination through a second communication 
protocol using a second data format, wherein the first communication protocol is 
different from the second communication protocol", however as taught by 776 at col. 
1 , lines 25-47 (i.e.... automatic systems and methods for efficiently enabling the text 
or graphics created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable for other 
client users and also for telephone receipt, fax receipt or interactive voice and mail 
receipt without the need for laborious steps for each type of format conversion 
required from the original author's text or graphics. Such type of networks with 
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multiple numbers of connected clients to particular types of content format 

protocol delivery. Further, when it is desired to communicate with FAX machines and 
telephones, in addition to E-Mail, again, there are specialized formats and protocols 
that are required to enable these types of communications to take place with these 
specialized appliances or terminals). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the dynamic format conversion interface, wherein the 
plurality of target applications with different format, and different communication 
protocol. One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify this 
combination to provide a network, wherein automatic format conversion enabling 
multiple communication protocol to be transmitted or received by different types of 
machine /appliances (e.g. fax, email, telephone, ...), while the process is handle (e.g. 
monitoring,..) by a server, as taught by 776 at col. 2, lines 1-20 (i.e. It would be most 
desirable to provide a network....). 

In regard to dependent claim 2, "wherein the first data format includes one of 
comma separated format... and the first communication protocol includes one of, File 
Transfer Protocol (FTP) as taught by 766 at coM, lines 40-45 (i.e.... types of 
content format protocol delivery ...), also as taught by 766 at col. 2, lines (i.e.... FTP 
(...File Transfer Protocol...)). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, "wherein the first data format is different from 
the second data format", as taught by 766 at col.1 , lines 40-45 (i.e.... networks with 
multiple numbers of connected clients ... many of the client stations are limited to 
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particular types of content format protocol delivery. Further, when it is desired to 
communicate with FAX machines and telephones, in addition to E-Mail, again, there 
are specialized formats and protocols that are required to enable these types of 
communications to take place with these specialized appliances or terminals). 

In regard to dependent claim 4, "formatting the first information into first 
formatted data according to the first data format; sending the first formatted data to 
the first predetermined destination through the first communication protocol; 
formatting the second information into second formatted data according to the second 
data format; and sending the second formatted data to the second predetermined 
destination through the second communication protocol", as taught by 776 at col. 1 , 
lines 25-47 (i.e.... automatic systems and methods for efficiently enabling the text or 
graphics created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable for other 
client users and also for telephone receipt, fax receipt or interactive voice and mail 
receipt without the need for laborious steps for each type of format conversion 
required from the original author's text or graphics. Such type of networks with 

multiple numbers of connected clients to particular types of content format 

protocol delivery. Further, when it is desired to communicate with FAX machines and 
telephones, in addition to E-Mail, again, there are specialized formats and protocols 
that are required to enable these types of communications to take place with these 
specialized appliances or terminals). 

In regard to dependent claim 5, "wherein the step of formatting the first 
information includes creating a first software class having a declared virtual function; 
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creating a second software class derived from the first software class having a first 
definition of the declared virtual function; and creating a first formatted information 
software object", as taught by 766 at col. 13, lines 45-55 (i.e.... Virtual File is 
represented as an "object" within a hierarchy whose classification reflects the file's 
purpose (which is largely a statement of the file's type)... the VMFS to denote the 
Virtual Multimedia File System. The VMFS provides actualization for the "author 
once/publish many" ... provides for file conversion on-the-fly). 

In regard to dependent claim 6, incorporate substantially similar subject matter 
as cited in claim 2 above, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 7, "wherein the step of sending the first formatted 
data includes creating a third software class derived from the first software class 
having a second definition of the declared virtual function; and creating a first formatted 
data software object", as taught by 766 at col. 13, lines 45-55 (i.e.... Virtual File is 
represented as an "object" within a hierarchy whose classification reflects the file's 
purpose (which is largely a statement of the file's type)... the VMFS to denote the 
Virtual Multimedia File System. The VMFS provides actualization for the "author 
once/publish many" ... provides for file conversion on-the-fly). 

In regard to dependent claim 8, "wherein the step of creating a first formatted 
data software object includes formatting first formatted data according to one of binary 
format and text format", as taught by 766 at col. 2, lines 50-57 (i.e.... ASCII denotes 
"American Standard Code for Information Exchange". It involves a binary code for text, 
as well as for communication and printer control. It is used for most communications 
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and is the built-in character code of most mini-computers and personal computers. 
ASCII is a 7-bit code providing 128 character combinations. EBCDIC indicates 
"Extended Binary Coded Decimal Interchange Code". This is an 8-bit code having 256 
combinations that stores one alpha-numeric character or two decimal digits in one 
byte. This binary code is used for text, for communications, and printer control...). 

In regard to claims 9-16 consecutively, are directed to a system for performing 

the method of claims 1- 8 consecutively, and are similarly rejected under the same 

rationale. 

In regard to claims 17-24 consecutively, are directed to a computer readable 
medium for performing the method of claims 1-8 consecutively, and are similarly 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hanson U.S. Patent No. 6,148,346 issued 1 1/14/2000 filed 06/20/1996 

Matsuo et al U.S. Patent No. 6,775,729B1 issued 08/10/2004 filed 11/24/1999 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8781 , "After mid-Oct, 2004, the examiner can be reach at (571) 272- 4103". The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30AM to 5:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Quoc A. Tran 




Patent Examiner 



Technology Center 2176 
August 18, 2004 



